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SABINE RIVER AUTHORITY  
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

WATER SALES COMMITTEE 
PENDLETON BRIDGE OFFICE 

15091 TEXAS HIGHWAY 
MANY, LA 71449 

1:00PM TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2009 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Mr. Stanley Vidrine, Chairman 
    Mr. Norman Arbuckle 
    Mr. C. A. Burgess 
    Mr. Robert Conyer 
    Mr. Ned Goodeaux 
    Mr. Bobby Williams 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Jim Pratt, Executive Director-SRA, Many, LA 
    Becky Anderson, Adm Asst 5-SRA, Many, LA 
    Mike Carr, Fac Maint Mgr 3-SRA, Many, LA 
    Carl Chance, IT-SRA, Many, LA 
    Kellie Ferguson, Adm Prj Mgr 4-SRA, Many, LA 
    Barton Rumsey, Deputy Dir-SRA, Many, LA 
    John Crew, Aqueduct Partners, LLP, Dallas, TX 
    George Dauzat, Calcasieu Soil & Water Conservation  
     District, Pitkin, LA 
 
    There were nine visitors. 
 
 Mr. Vidrine called the meeting to order.  He dispensed with the Prayer and 

Pledge.  The roll was called and all were present. 

 Mr. Vidrine asked if there any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Mr. Pratt 

stated that staff would like to request under New Business, Item #1-remove the wording 

“with Wyatt Overton, Inc” in order to discuss the “generic contract” to be used for all 

companies, and to add Item #1A-Resevoir/River and add Item #1B-Diversion Canal.  

Hearing no other changes, Mr. Vidrine asked for a motion to adopt the amended agenda.  

Mr. Goodeaux moved, seconded by Mr. Arbuckle to adopt the amended agenda as 

requested.  Motion carried.   

 PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None. 

 OLD BUSINESS:  Item #1-Concerns related to Out-of-State Water Sales:  Mr. 

Pratt stated that Mr. George Dauzat with the Calcasieu Soil & Water Conservation 

District was present to address the committee.  Mr. Dauzat stated that he wanted to 

express his concerns about water sales out of state that may leave Louisiana “short”.  He 

stated that as part of the conservation association, he wanted the committee and all those 

involved to be “cautious” when making decisions about the water supply in Louisiana 
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due to many areas of the State that are currently experiencing problems with the aquifers 

going dry. 

 Item #2-Water Reservation/Sale to Aqueduct Partners, LLP:  Mr. Pratt stated it 

had been several years now that the Board had approved discussions with a “potential” 

water customer from Texas.  He stated that during the discussion, the Board decided to 

receive a $50,000 “reservation fee” for water from Aqueduct Partners, LLP from Dallas, 

Texas in the event that SRA could produce a water sales contract for out-of-state water 

sales to them with the approval of the governor.  He stated that the water from the 

reservoir was a “renewable” commodity and by selling water, SRA would not have to 

depend largely on power generation which puts a strain on the lake level during our 

“peak” recreational season particularly the summer months.  He stated that since the 

concerns of the Conservation Association which asked various governmental bodies to 

pass resolutions to be sent to the Legislature to prevent water sales from the Sabine 

River/Toledo Bend Reservoir in particular, he felt he needed to explain/educate the 

public about the water resources of the Sabine River.  He made a power point 

presentation showing various data which has been compiled many years. (See attached.)  

Once the presentation was complete, Mr. Pratt stated that he and staff needed to know 

whether or not to continue working through a contract for water sales out of the State.  

Members present stated that each felt was necessary to move forward as planned. 

 New Business: Item #1 A & B-Short-term water sales Contract:  Mr. Pratt stated 

that a need had arose for a short-term water sales contract allowing the purchase of water 

by a company who in turn could sell the water to another entity of the need was known. 

He stated that there was a need to have two such contracts – one for water sold from the 

reservoir/river and the other for water sold from the diversion canal.  He stated as an 

example, Company A would purchase water from SRA and then be responsible to sell 

and “pump” the water to Company B who needs the water only for a short time such as 

thirty days.  He stated that Company A’s contract with SRA would have a thirty day 

renewable clause, therefore, every thirty days the contract would be renewed with SRA.  

He stated that SRA would collect fees for the contract.  Mr. Goodeaux moved, 

seconded by Mr. Arbuckle to recommend to the full board approval of a short-term 

water sales contract from the reservoir/river based on the current rate, renewable 
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every thirty days with a “resale” clause and authorize the Executive Director to 

execute the necessary documents.  Motion carried.    Mr. Arbuckle moved, seconded 

by Mr. Conyer to recommend to the full board approval of a short-term water sales 

contract from the diversion canal based on the current rate, renewable every thirty 

days with “resale” clause and authorize the Executive Director to execute the 

necessary documents.  Motion carried. 

 With no further business to discuss, Mr. Goodeaux moved, seconded by Mr. 

Burgess to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 2:58pm. 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 
      STANLEY VIDRINE, CHAIRMAN 
  

     


