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SABINE RIVER AUTHORITY  
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

LEASEBACK AND CUTTING/MARKING COMMITTEE 
PENDLETON BRIDGE OFFICE  

15091 TEXAS HIGHWAY 
MANY, LA 

1:30 PM  THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2008 
 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mr. Stephen Racca, Chairman 
    Mr. Norman Arbuckle 
    Mr. Carlton Gibson 
    Mr. Therman Nash 
    Mrs. Estella Scott 
    Mr. Ronald Steed 
    Mr. Kermie Valentine 
    Mr. Bobby Williams 
 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Jim Pratt, Executive Director-SRA, Many, LA 
    Becky Anderson, Adm. Asst. 5-SRA, Many, LA 
    Mike Carr, Fac. Maint. Mgr.3-SRA, Many, LA 
    Carl Chance, IT Mgmt. Consultant 1-SRA, Many, LA 
    Kellie Ferguson, Adm. Mgr. 4-SRA, Many, LA 
 
    There were four visitors. 
 
 Mr. Racca called the meeting to order.  He dispensed with the Prayer and Pledge.  

The roll was called and it was noted that all were in attendance.   

 Mr. Racca asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Mr. Pratt 

stated that staff would like to make an addition under Old Business, Item #1 add Item E-

McDonald Creek Tract.  Hearing no further changes, Mr. Racca asked for a motion to 

approve the amended agenda.  Mr. Steed moved, seconded by Mr. Nash to adopt the 

amended agenda adding Item #1-e McDonald Creek Tract under Old Business.  

Motion carried.   

 Mr. Racca asked for any corrections to the minutes of the August 23, 2007 

meeting?  Hearing none, he asked for a motion to approve the minutes as circulated.  Mr. 

Steed moved, seconded by Mr. Arbuckle to approve the minutes of the meeting of 

August 23, 2007 as circulated.  Motion carried.   

 PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None. 

 OLD BUSINESS:  Item #1) Mr. Chance reminded the committee that the 

Shoreline Enhancement Policy had been abolished effective date of October 1, 2007.  He 

stated that the items listed were ongoing requests that had not met that particular 

deadline, so the committee had extended it to December 31, 2007. He asked Mr. Pratt to 
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explain to the committee the primary cause for delay to these property owners to 

complete their process required by SRA.  Mr. Pratt explained that these were some 

property owners that still had not completed their projects that fell under the shoreline 

enhancement policy which had a deadline date of October 1, 2007 for all projects to be 

completed. He continued that the main reason for delay was due to the shortage of 

surveyors in the area.  He stated that staff was requesting that the committee extend the 

deadline for these property owners and that staff would monitor their progress.  Mr. Pratt 

asked Mr. Sepulvado who was in the audience approximately how long would it take him 

to complete his project.  Mr. Sepulvado stated probably until August. After some 

discussion, Mr. Arbuckle moved, seconded by Mr. Steed to grant an extension to the 

property owners who have made proper application under the Shoreline 

Enhancement Policy until August 1, 2008 to complete their projects and no 

extension after that date. Motion carried.   

 Item #2) Billy Sanders Violation:  Mr. Chance stated that this property owner’s 

double wide mobile home was positioned over the line and was partially on the leaseback 

which is property that belongs to the State.  He continued that the policy states that no 

habitable structure is permitted on the leaseback. Mr. Pratt stated that he had received a 

letter from Mr. Sanders stating that he was in the position to retain an attorney to take 

legal action against the SRA.  He stated that perhaps it would be best for this property 

owner to proceed with his legal action and SRA would have a “test” case.  He stated that 

staff was requesting authority to begin proceedings to have the structure removed from 

SRA property including permission to cancel Mr. Sander’s leaseback and get a court 

order directing Mr. Sanders to remove his property.  After the discussion, Mr.Nash 

moved, seconded by Mr. Arbuckle to approve staff beginning the Violation Process 

by sending a registered 60-day notice to the property owner to remove his mobile 

home from the leaseback area of the property.  Motion carried. 

 New Business: Item #1) Wildwood Proposal-Salter Erosion Problem:  Mr. Pratt 

stated that Mr. Ziegler, owner of Wildwood Resort sent a proposal to fill in the area and 

reclaim the property for commercial use.  He stated that there was a problem with this 

because the area is below the takeline and there again, no habitable structures are 
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permitted in this area.  He stated that there was not room for the fifty foot requirement 

from the takeline; therefore, there was no need for action.  

  Item #2) Wildwood Island Lease Proposal:  Mr. Pratt stated that he had received a 

written proposal from Mr. Ziegler at Wildwood Resort to lease an island for hunting 

purposes for the guests of his resort.  Mr. Pratt stated that SRA was not interested in 

leasing any of the islands at this time for such an endeavor besides, islands like the one 

Mr. Ziegler was interested in is SRA property.  He continued that these areas are going to 

be very beneficial as environmental zones as the re-licensing process continues and the 

Shoreline Management plan is developed and implement.  No action required by the 

committee. 

 With no further business, Mr. Valentine moved, seconded by Mr. Arbuckle to 

adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 2:37pm. 

 
                                     
      ____________________________________ 
      STEPHEN RACCA, CHAIRMAN 
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